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The Day of Prayer for Colleges has passed. 
We fear this statement is true in a sense which 
is proving disastrous to the cause of Christ in 


describe any one institution, will not the follow- 
ing account apply to many? ‘The Day of 
Prayer was observed this year as usual. Recita- | 
tions were suspended during all or part of the 
A sermon was preached by some member 
of the faculty or some prominent minister from 


which were well attended, and the interest good. 
But there are no special manifestations on the 
part of the unconverted and the students are 
settling back into the old rut of coldness and 
inactivity. We deeply regret this condition of 
things, and sincerely hope that the next Day of 
Prayer in January ‘83 will be followed by better 


The only suggestive information such a report 
contains is this, that the Day of Prayer is the one 
spot on the circle of the College year upon which 
the shower of divine grace is supposed ever to 


ceive a blessing at this point we can only move 
along, trying to comfort our parched hearts with 
the possible prospect of a more favorable con- 
dition of the spiritual atmosphere at the next 
anniversary. 

Fellow students, it is a wonder that such dead 
faith should ever be revivified by our mercifa! 
Heavenly Father. If He were not our Father | form; its dearth of social and literary privileges; 
and His mercy were not infinite the times of re- 
freshing would be infinitely postponed. There is | its oneness of interest; its parental supervision 
a terrible, a fatal tendency in the College, and in | 
the entire church, to established human condi- 
tions, times and seasons in which God shall 





until such season shall have arrived is question- 
ing the willingness of God to hear and answer 





CONTINUAL SERVICE. 


. : | endorse. 
Several meetings for prayer were held, lorse 


If in our annual circuit we fail to re- 


seems to 


characterized Daniel. 


The one quality in the character of Daniel which 
have impressed the heathen king 
Darius most deeply was his continual service, for 
when the aged prophet was being cast into the 
hundreds of Colleges. Without aiming to den of lions, “the king spake, and said unto 

’ | Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, 
he will deliver thee.” 

What our College students need to-day is 
this spirit of unyielding perseverance which 
This is a kind of ‘ per- 
severance of the saints” which all churches will 


Let us continue to have our Day of Prayer and 
| Week of Prayer but let us have them only as a 
| beginning to three hundred and sixty-five days 
or fifty-two weeks of prayer. 
of the fall term be a Day of Prayer and a day of 
work, and if the answer does not come at once, 
let us conclude that it is our fault, because we are 
not abiding in Christ, and let us see where the 
fault lies, and by our diligence of search, hunt 
out every Achan of unbelief and go forward again 
in the name of the Lord God of Hosts, who is 
able and willing to give us such a victory as will 
lead the unconverted to know that He is God 
and to seek from him the pardon of their sins. 


—— )) -—- 


There is a vast difference between the busy 
town and city life, with its thousand industries; 
its exciting struggle for living, wealth and 

| position; its exposure to temptation in every 


—and the quiet retreats of college life, with 


of president and professors; its library, read- 
ing-room and literary societies; its daily religi- 
ous exercises and positive Christian atmosphere. 
favor Zion. Postponement of prayer or effort Therefore, since the conditions of life in the 
college and the outside world are so widely 
different, there must necessarily be a difference 


prayer at any time and all times, and is cultivat- | in the methods of Christian work as great as 

ing a character of idleness in spiritual duties | between that of the pioneer missionary and the 

which is causing a fearful dearth in the church. | paster of a New England congregation. 
' 


Let the first day 
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L. D. Wtsuarp, Coilege Secretary, 


Corner 23d Street and Fourth Avenue, New York. | 


Secretaries to the report of the reception to 
medical students recently given by the Y. M. 
C. A. of Cleveland, Ohio. Also to the items | 
concerning the prosperous work in Louisville, | 
Ky. Why do we not hear of similar movements 
in all of our Associations in cities where 


We call the particular attention of General | 





Every college is a station connected with 
a central office, and by this union is capable of 
being connected with any orevery other college 
in the system. This system of inter-communi- 
cation enables every college to give and receive 
such information and suggestions as when 
applied will prove invaluable in developing the 
work. All colleges are so nearly alike that 
whatever methods are practical in one will be 
found equally helpful to all. Hence the duty 
and privilege of inter-communication. 

The International Committee through its 
College Secretary is constantly employed in 
promoting this interchange of suggestions, and 


| will promptly respond to all calls from the 


colleges for information. 

The success of this system, however, depends 
very greatly upon the Corresponding Secretary 
of each Association. He is the man at the 
transmitter. It is his duty to respond promptly 
to the questions from the central office, and 
to communicate to his Association all mes- 
sages received. The College Secretary does 


medical colleges are located ? | not make a personal complaint but only looks 
|to the best possible development of the 


—_—o—. 


The work so auspiciously inaugurated among | 


medical students might be followed up among 
students in law and commercial colleges. The 
Association in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., has done a 


work among commercial students which is | 


highly appreciated. 
a 
The College Secretary will devote the last 
two weeks of February to a tour of organization 
in Kentucky and the first two weeks of March 
to a similar tour in Missouri. 





0 





| work when he says that it is exceedingly dis- 


couraging to call again and again for the 
Corresponding Secretaries before receiving a 
reply, not because they did not hear, for, 
| to drop the telephonic simile, the mails very 
rarely fail, but because men are so apt to 
neglect attention to letters unless some personal 





motive is involved. Let us do the Lord’s work 
| even more faithfully than we do ourown. When 
| a letter is received or an inquiry made concern- 
| ing a matter which relates to the progress ot 
| His cause let it meet with just as prompt atten- 
| tion as He bestowed upon us when He saw that 
| we needed help. 


—1) 








The Corresponding Secretaries of College | 
Associations will materially aid the college | WORK FOR YOUNG MEN BY YOUNG MEN. 
work by seeing that the visits of the College | Gojiege life is compared to many things, all 
Secretary are thoroughly announced, and that | of which are more or less striking and suggestive. 
as many students as possible attend the The standpoint, from which we view it at present 
meetings. Don't limit your invitation to pro- | eayses us to consider it as a watch tower from 
fessing Christians. Very often the presentation | which the cadet looks out upon the great moral 
of this Inter-Collegiate Christian work impresses | warfare which is waged about him. Realizing 
unconverted men as they learn how their fel-|ypat fhe must soon be an active partici- 
low students throughout the country are 


ee rag pant in thestruggle, it becomes him to survey the 
organizing for Christian work. 


entire field carefully, that he may wisely decide 
just in what quarter, and at what point in the 
field his aid is most needed and he can strike the 
surest blows, and accomplish the best and great- 


——— 


THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


The precise character and object of the Inter- | est results. The student who rightly decides 
Collegiate organization of Young Men's Chris- | this question decides the greatest question of 
tian Associations may be well illustrated by | life, because it is the chief end of a student to 
glorify God in order that he may enjoy Him for- 





the telephonic system. 
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ever. Accordingly while he may choose what is | 
called a secular profession, he should first settle 
this point, viz : that the chief business, the chief 
profession of life is Christianity and all other 
kinds of business and professions are merely side 
issues. Having reached this point the question 
arises, where and how in the wide world can | 
best promote the cause of Christ? Shall I enter 
the ministry, which includes the work of foreign 
missions, or shall I endeavor to fulfill my respon- 
sibility as a layman ? 

Before answering this question will you not 
give attention to a quarter of the field which you 
may have overlooked? Without confining ourselves 
to the illustration any longer, let us plainly direct 
you to the great work which the church has or- 
ganized during the present generation among | 
young men. It is net strange that special work 
for this class should have been attempted when | 
we consider the fact that they of all others are 
speciaily tempted and ruined. Consider a few 
facts concerning them. There are not less than 
eight millions of young men in this country under 
thirty-five years of age. Not over one-tenth of 
this number regularly attend church, and a far 
smaller proportion are professing Christians. 
Fully one half never enterachurch. The saloons, 
the street corners, Sunday excursions, gambling 
hells, penitentiaries, and brothels are thronged 
with young men. Every form of vice which 
the arch fiend can devise is employed in ruining 
our young men. Whatshall we do to save them ? 

In reply to this question we would say that 
in 1,000 towns and cities of this country 
100,000 persons are organized in this work. In 
140 of our cities over 200 young men are now em- 
ployed to devote all their time to the work of 
saving young men. Recognizing the four fold 
nature of man, physical, moral, mental and 
social, they are furnishing such attractions as 
will meet the counter attractions which are 
employed in ruining them. In over sixty cities 
buildings are erected, with parlor, gymnasium, 
library, reading room and class rooms, where 
young men can come and amuse, instruct and de- 
velope themselves under influences which are 
calculated to draw them up to the highest plane 
of manhood, viz: Christian manhood. 

The results of this work have far exceeded the 
most sanguine expectations of its founders, and | 
that it is appreciated is evinced by the fact that 
the churches annually contribute nearly half a 
million of dollars to its support. 

There are not less than 300 cities of over 7,000 | 
population in this country where there should be 
Association buildings and General Secretaries, 
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| points are now 
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| ocenpied, and our rapidly increasing population 
|is rapidly enlarging the field. The General 


Secretaryship demands and deserves young 
men of energy and culture, and many 
successfully filled by 
college graduates. Fellow students, we issue 
no urgent individual appeal in behalf of this 
work at the expense of any other department of 
Christian effort. Is it not fair, however, to 
urge that the claims of this work be fully 
considered ? 

It may be that some who read _ these 
words may feel their hearts throb with an 
intense longing to fling the enthusiasm of their 
young manhood into this movement. If there 
be such the College Secretary will gladly cor- 
respond with and direct them in their further 
investigations of the methods and objects of 
this work for young men by young men. 


——o0 —— 


RECEPTION TO MEDICAL STUDENTS IN 
CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


The most successful social reception of the 
season that has thus far been arranged by our 
Entertainment Committee, was one held for the 
medical students on the first of this month. 
The students attending the two medical colleges 
in the city number about 300. These with 
their professors were invited. A large number 
with their lady friends responded, and 
many of our Own members were present to 
welcome them. In the chapel where most of 
the exercises of the evening took place, the 
following motto was placed on the wall above 
the platform: ‘‘Mens sana in corpore sano.” 
The President of the Association in a few words 
heartily welcomed the’ guests of the 
evening, not only in the name of our own 
Association but also in the name of the 120 
Associations now at work in colleges and 
other educational institutions in this country. 
He also called special attention to the medical 
journals on file in our magazine room, and the 
prayer-meeting that is conducted exclusively 


| for and by medical students at our rooms twice 


a week. A professor in one of the colleges, 


| who was called upon to respond, spoke at some 


length, and at times quite humorously, con- 
cerning the unenviable reputation which medi- 
cal students always sustained in a community, 
and the abuse to which they were often sub- 
jected as scape-goats for the sins of any ill-dis- 
posed violators of the public peace. He re- 
garded this reception, therefore, as a grand 


i.e., young men to oversee and direct the work. | step forward in the treatment of this class of 
So that only a small portion of ‘the field is now | students by Christian people, and said that 





= eee 


Ss Saar Sa ey 


=a VT aes 


ae BS 


SS ASS CS ae 








SS SO OE. LeaeeE!aIa=IzIaunjNaNaanan= 


4 THE COLLEG 


such hospitalities could not but make 
a lasting and most pleasant impression upon 
the students, and that in their name as well as 
in his own behalf he most cordially thanked 
the Association for this act of Christian courtesy 
and good will. The professor's remarks were 
enthusiastically applauded. These opening 
exercises were followed by some fine selections 
of vocal and orchestral music, interspersed with 
a few readings. The company then adjourned 
to the gymnasium, where they were still further 
entertained with an exhibition of gymnastic 
exercises. On the walls of the gymnasium 
were placed the appropriate mottoes: ‘* Health 
is wealth,” ‘Train the body as well as the 
soul.” The guests then visited the parlors and 
other rooms in the building, making themselves 
at home for the rest of the evening. The many 
cordial and kind expressions of appreciation 
and gratitude that came from the lips of the 
retiring guests made the Committee in charge 
feel glad indeed that they had tendered this 
reception ‘to this important and appreciative 
class of students. 
O. C. Morse, General Secretary. 


— o—_— 


COLLEGE ITEMS. 


Amherst College, Amuerst. Mass.--The 
following communication from Amherst will be 
read with pleasure by the members of every 
College Association. ‘‘At a recent meeting at- 
tended by seventy-five students it was decided 
to organize a College Y. M.C. A. We adopted the 
Constitution, appointed a committee to nominate 
officers, and also a committee on enrollment, 
which will make a thorough canvass of the stu- 
dents and induce as many as possible to unite 
with the new Association. The students enter 
heartily upon the work. President Seelye has 
readily consented to take charge of a Bible Class 
on Saturday evening, which we regard as one of 
the most important phases of our work.” 


University of Vermont, Buriixatox. Vr.— 
A Y. M. C. A. has just been organized in this 
institution by the adoption of the College Y. M. 
©. A. Constitution on the part of an existing 
Association. We heartily greet the first Y. M. 
©. A. in the Green Mountain State. Now that 
Amherst and Vermont University have organized, 
we hope soon to be able to report a number of 
other accessions from the New England Colleges. 


Medical Students’ Y. M. C. A., Lout- 
vitLe, Ky.—‘‘ Our Association is in a flourishing 


condition. There are about 500 students in the | 
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Medical Colleges of the city, over one half of 


‘whom are members of the Association and at 


least one fourth are professing Christians. 
The students prayer meeting in the Y. M. C. A. 
Rooms, Sunday afternoon, is largely attended. 
The song services held in the amphitheatres of 
the several Colleges are highly enjoyed.” 


Westfield College, Westrietp, Inu.—L. E. 
Brown, State Secretary of Illinois, reports the 
organization of the fifteenth College Association 
in that State at the above institution, Under 
Mr. Brown's careful and earnest management 
the college work in Illinois has reached a very 
high stage of development. Every effort now 
put forth in this department will richly pay in 
the large number of educated men who will in 
a very few years strengthen and support the 
general work. 


Trinity University, Tenuacava, Texas.— 
‘*The University has lately been blessed with a 
revival in which a number of students have 
been converted. The prospects for the future 
success of the Association are most encouraging. 
We have secured a nicely arranged hallin the 
building. The Institution could not dispense 
with the spiritual influence which is daily 
exerted by the members of the Association. 
Pray for us.” 


Normal Schoo], Apa, Onto. — ‘* We have 
adopted the College Y. M. C. A. Constitution 
and are now ready to be enrolled among the 
College Associations. We begin with forty 
members.” The work among Norinal schools 
is progressing, and we trust ere another Inter- 
national Convention to report a large number 
of Associations in these very important insti- 
tutions. 


Wofford College, Spartansure, S. C.—Pray 
for this Association. 


Olivet College, Oxniver, Micu.—A revival 
in progress here as usual. 


King College, Bristro., Tenn.—J. H. Cowan, 
State Secretary of Tennessee, reports the forma- 
tion of the sixteenth College Association in this 
State at the above institution. Tennessee still 
leads. Mr. Cowan is now visiting all the 
Associations of Tennessee, and is making a 
thorough presentation of the college work. 


Hillsdale College, HittspaLe, Micu.—The 
Secretary writes that while there has been no 
very apparent demonstration a genuine quiet 
work has been accomplished, and a number 
have been led to enter upon a new life, This is 
good. Let this-every day revival work go on. 
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